
This will be an overview of the PTS from the viewpoint of the
Examiner.
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In this lesson we will discuss the Practical Test Standards (PTS),
which includes:

• Identifying the Contents of the PTS

• Following the procedures for conducting a Practical Test

• Identifying Special Emphasis Areas

• Identifying examiner responsibilities during a Practical Test

2



Our objective for this presentation is to ensure that you are able to
determine:

• Contents and layout of a PTS

• Procedures for conducting a Practical Test

• Special Emphasis Areas

• Testing – Has the standard been altered, revised or changed

• Examiner responsibilities during a Practical Test
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The PTS provides guidance related to the conduct of practical tests
to Pilot Examiners, Aviation Safety Inspectors (ASIs), Flight
Instructors, and Pilot Applicants.

The FAA Practical Test Standards outline the minimum acceptable
standards for the certificate or rating sought.

Flight Standards Service developed the Practical Test Book as “The
Standard” to be used by FAA Inspectors and Designated Pilot
Examiners when conducting a practical test.

Flight Instructors are expected to use the PTS when preparing an
applicant for the practical test.

Applicants should be familiar with the PTS and refer to these
standards during their training.
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Use of the PTS is mandated by the Federal Aviation Regulations. 14
CFR Part 61.43

Pilot Examiners must follow the PTS while conducting a Practical
Test, and must test all applicable tasks in the PTS.

The purpose of the PTS is to ensure the testing of all applicants is
standardized.

Pilot Examiners CANNOT add or eliminate tasks to the Practical
Test that are not included in the PTS, unless specifically authorized
by the PTS.
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This section describes what is contained in each PTS.

The contents of the PTS covered in this lesson are the Introduction,
Areas of Operation, Tasks, Notes, References, Objectives, and the
Additional Rating Task Table.
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The Introduction page of the PTS places an emphasis on the use of
the PTS as “the standard” that shall be used by FAA Inspectors and
DPEs when conducting a Practical Test.

7



To make recommendations for improvement of the PTS send emails
to AFS630comments@faa.gov

When recommendations are received by AFS-630, a file is created,
and an answer will be provided to your response.
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Whether you use a commercially produced PTS or the PTS
available on the FAA’s website, you must ensure that you are using
the most current version.

The Practical Test Standards are available online and are routinely
updated therefore, you should check your PTS to ensure you have
the most current and up to date version.
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There has been numerous changes and revisions to many of the
PTSs, the only way to determine that you are using the most current
version is to check the AFS600 web site on a daily basis. Note:
Even after publishing the latest revision and change number, it is
important to check the errata sheet for last minute revisions that
may include important changes to a particular PTS.
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Are these two PTSs the same? Look closely at not only the
Publication date but also the Change number. Note the effective
date inside the publication.
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These links are conveniently provided to you so that you can access
the most current version of the PTS, and make comments regarding
this publication.
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All versions of the PTS now have the Table of Contents located in
the front of the PTS.

Each section of the PTS will have its own Table of Contents as well,
which provides more details.

For example, each Task is listed under the associated Area of
Operation (AOO) within the section.
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The Private Pilot and Commercial Pilot PTS have two sections each.

Example: The Commercial Pilot Airplane test book contains:

• Section 1 Airplane, Single-Engine Land and Sea

• Section 2 Airplane, Multiengine Land and Sea

14



Please take a minute to review the PTS description.

Each PTS is laid out in Areas of Operation, identified by Roman
numerals.

The PTS and 14 CFR Part 61 list the Areas of Operation in a similar
order.

Areas of Operation are Phases of the Practical Test arranged in a
logical sequence.

They begin with Preflight preparation and end with Post-Flight
procedures.
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Tasks are identified by capital letters; (A, B, C, etc.)

They are Knowledge Areas, Flight Procedures, and/or Maneuvers
appropriate to the Area of Operation.

The Task is further broken down into numbered Elements

The Objective of Task A is: To determine that the applicant:

• Exhibits knowledge of elements related to attitude instrument
flying during straight-and-level flight

• Maintains straight-and-level flight solely by reference to
instrument and using proper instrument cross check and
interpretation, and coordinated control application

• Maintains altitude, ±200 feet (60 meters); heading, ±20
degrees; and airspeed, ±10 knots

.
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The next section in the introduction addresses the use of the
Practical Test Standard book.

The Examiner may conduct the Practical Test in any order that
results in a complete and efficient test.

Remember! All PTSs require “the ground portion of the practical
test shall be completed prior to the flight portion”.
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Notes have been placed in all of the PTSs where applicable. They
are used to emphasize special considerations required in the Areas
of Operation or Tasks.
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Under each task is a list of references that describes the task. The
publications listed are normally the FAA reference material.

No specific version is stated but the most current is the one to be
used.

Other publications may be used as long as their content conveys
substantially the same meaning as the referenced publication.
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To ensure a complete, efficient, and valid test examiners shall
develop a written “Plan of Action” (POA) that includes the “order” &
“combination” of Tasks to be demonstrated.

This written POA, shall include all Tasks in each Area of Operation
for Pilot Initial Certification.

Any Task selected for evaluation shall be evaluated in its entirety.

Are all Areas of Operation required for Flight Instructor Initial
certification? Yes, but evaluators can select which specific Tasks
they will evaluate along with those mandatory Tasks.
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The best form of evaluation is through the use of scenarios.
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For Initial Certification Private Pilot, Commercial Pilot and ATP Pilot
applicants shall be evaluated in all Tasks (unless instructed or noted
otherwise) included in each Area of Operation of the appropriate
PTS.

The Commercial Pilot PTS reflect a significantly higher level of
Knowledge and Skill than that expected of a Private Pilot applicant
performing similar tasks, all testing should be conducted to the level
of certification sought.
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This is an example of the PTS numbering system.
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You will find the PTS number at the top right corner of the Title page.

Please note the “Major Enhancements” page, provides a brief
explanation of the latest change to the specified PTS. This page can
be identified in all of the Practical Test Standards.
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Each PTS contains a section that outlines each change that has
been made since the publication date. The section is titled “Record
of Change.”

Let’s take a look at some examples.
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Look for the Change number and the Change bars to find out what
has been altered or revised within the affected sections.
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Use of FAA-Approved Flight Simulation Training Device (FSTD).

Airman applicants are authorized to use a Full Flight Simulator
(FFS) qualified by the National Simulator Program as levels A–D
and/or a Flight Training Device (FTD) qualified by the National
Simulator Program as levels 4–7 to complete certain and specific
flight TASK requirements as listed in a PTS. However, in order to do
so, such devices must be used pursuant to and in accordance with
a curriculum approved for use at a 14 CFR Part 141 Pilot School or
14 CFR Part 142 Training Center.

Practical Tests or portions thereof, when accomplished in an FSTD,
may only be conducted by FAA Aviation Safety Inspectors,
Designees authorized to conduct such tests in FSTDs for Part 141
Pilot School graduates, or appropriately authorized Part 142
Training Center Evaluators (TCE).
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In this Instrument PTS Change 2 it specifies for the Instrument
Rating, an applicant is required by 14 CFR Part 61 to provide an
airworthy certificated aircraft for use during the Practical Test. Its
operating limitations must not prohibit the TASKS required on the
practical test.

GPS equipment must be Instrument Flight Rules (IFR) certified and
contain the current database.

Note: A localizer performance with vertical guidance (LPV) approach
with a decision altitude (DA) greater than 300 feet height above
terrain (HAT) may be used as a non-precision approach; however,
due to the precision of its glide-path and localizer-like lateral
navigation characteristics, an LPV can be used to demonstrate
precision approach proficiency (AOA VI TASK B) if the DA is equal
to or less than 300 feet HAT.
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Recent change to the ATP PTS, the following requirement was
added:

– Examiners serving as required crew must perform all
duties of position except during stalls and steep turns

29



Recently, several changes were made to the Flight Instructor PTS.
Validate that you are using the most current version by checking the
AFS600 web site.

Items in this revision include:

• Renewal & Reinstatement of a Flight Instructor Table

• Single-pilot resource management

• Accelerated maneuver stalls; and

• Emergency descent
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The quickest way to navigate to the PTS is through the FAA home
page at faa.gov.

Click on the “Training & Testing” tab and then “Training Resources &
Guides.”
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Under the “Training Resources & Guides” heading, click on the link
“Airman Testing Standards.”
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This is the “Airman Practical Test Standards” page.

This page lists all of the Pilot PTSs.

This page will show the publication date and the change date.
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Satisfactory performance to meet the requirements for certification
is based on the applicant’s ability to:

• Perform the tasks specified in the areas of operation for the
certificate or rating sought within the approved standards

• Demonstrate mastery of the aircraft with successful outcome
of each task performed never seriously in doubt

• Demonstrate satisfactory proficiency and competency within
the approved standards

• Demonstrate sound judgment and ADM

• Demonstrate single-pilot competence if the aircraft is type
certificated for single-pilot operations
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Typical areas of unsatisfactory performance and grounds for
disqualification are:

• Any action or lack of action by the applicant that requires
corrective intervention by the examiner to maintain safe flight

• Failure to use proper and effective visual scanning techniques
to clear the area before and while performing maneuvers

• Consistently exceeding tolerances stated in the Objectives

• Failure to take prompt corrective action when tolerances are
exceeded
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Any time an examiner intervenes during the test other than for
unavoidable safety issues (such as a bird strike or traffic advisory),
the Practical Test is Unsatisfactory.

This item is not negotiable. If it occurs, the examiner is obligated to
issue a Notice of Disapproval.
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With this item, the examiner has some discretion. How safety-
critical is “seriously in doubt?” This may vary among DPEs. Usually
as one ages and has some “close calls” during Practical Tests,
“seriously in doubt” occurs sooner.

If, as the test continues, questionable maneuvers start to add up, a
Notice of Disapproval should be issued. The Notice should specify
the Tasks the examiner felt were in doubt.

37



An example of poor judgment could be an applicant deciding to land
a glider downwind. If a tow rope breaks or there are very light winds,
this may be acceptable. But as the examiner, you should ask how
or why the decision was made to determine whether the applicant’s
judgment is sound.

Many times during the Practical Test, you will want to know why an
applicant made a particular decision. If you are busy, note these
items on the POA and ask for the answers at a later time.

38



The PTS lists the standards which the applicant must meet
throughout the flight during the Practical Test.

These criteria are based on ideal flying conditions, which rarely
exist. Therefore, the examiner can make allowances for existing
weather conditions. This is another DPE judgment call.

However, if the applicant does not take swift and appropriate action
to correct for deviations, the associated Task is considered not
within approved standards and deemed Unsatisfactory.
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The applicant should know and apply sound aeronautical knowledge
during the Practical Test. For example, if the airplane had an engine
failure and the applicant did not know the best glide speed, the
examiner would again make a judgment call as to the applicant’s
performance. This would not be a good time for the applicant to
look up an airspeed in the Pilot’s Operating Handbook.

During the Practical Test, the applicant should demonstrate that they
are in charge and in control of all situations.

40



The applicant is trying to fly exact headings, altitudes, and angle of
banks during the Practical Test. This is tempered by weather
conditions. The examiner is there to judge whether or not the
applicant consistently exceeds tolerances and takes prompt and
corrective action throughout the Practical Test.
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You or the applicant may terminate a test at any time when the
applicant fails an Area of Operation and is thus ineligible for the
certificate or rating sought. You may continue the test ONLY with the
applicant’s consent. If you continue the test, you must give the
applicant credit for those Areas of Operation and their associated
Tasks satisfactorily performed. However, during the retest and at
your discretion, you may re-evaluate any Task, including those
previously passed.
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To have removed the Airplane Multi-Engine VFR-only limitation, the
applicant must satisfactorily perform the engine failure during flight
(by reference to instruments) and instrument approach (one engine
inoperative in a multi-engine airplane with a published VMC speed).
This is addressed in the introduction of the appropriate PTS.

To have removed the Limited-to-Center thrust limitation, the
applicant must satisfactorily perform Preflight preparation with the
engine inoperative, Emergency operations, and Multi-engine
operations.
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When a practical test is discontinued for reasons other than
unsatisfactory performance (i.e., equipment failure, weather, illness),
return FAA Form 8710-1, Airman Certificate and/or Rating
Application, to the applicant. Then, prepare, sign, and issue a Letter
of Discontinuance to the applicant that identifies the Areas of
Operation and associated tasks that were successfully completed.
Advise the applicant that the Letter of Discontinuance must be
presented to the examiner to receive credit for the successfully
completed items.
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When you issue a Notice of Disapproval, record the applicant’s
Unsatisfactory performance in terms of the Area of Operation and
specific Task(s) not meeting the standard. Also record the Areas of
Operation or Tasks not tested and the number of times the applicant
has failed the practical test. If the applicant fails the practical test
because of a Special Emphasis Area, indicate the associated Task
on the Notice of Disapproval.
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Let’s discuss the importance of the PTS language.

The PTS defines the terms “must” and “will”, which indicate actions
that are mandatory. The terms “should” and “may” indicate actions
that are desirable or permissive but not mandatory.
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The concept of the PTS has remained the same.

• 14 CFR Part 61.107 specifies the areas in which Knowledge
and Skill must be demonstrated for the issuance of a Pilot
Certificate

• The PTS contain specific Tasks in which competency must be
demonstrated

• The use of the PTS is mandatory for the evaluation of the
applicant
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This area is often misunderstood and neglected. Any Tasks selected
for evaluation during a practical test shall be evaluated in its entirety.

Let’s take a look at two examples that are in the PTS and use them
to illustrate this point.
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Note under Objective 1. It asks for all classes of airspace.

The applicant has to explain the following as stated in the objective:

• What is the basic VFR weather minimum for all classes of
airspace?

• What are the boundaries, Pilot Certificate requirements and
airplane equipment requirements for?

Class A, B, C, D, E, G airspace.

Explain Special Use Airspace (SUA) and other airspace areas?
What are some examples of Special Use Airspace?

Prohibited Areas, Restricted Areas, Warning Areas, Military
Operations Areas, Alert Areas

Note: 67% of all ATC violations are related to these Tasks!
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Here the examiner has some discretion. To complete this Task in
it’s entirety the examiner shall have the applicant explain at least
three of the elements.

Can the examiner evaluate more?

Yes, three is the minimum to meet the PTS requirement.
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The examiner is expected to use good judgment in the performance
of simulated emergency procedures. The use of the safest means
for simulation is expected. Consideration must always be given to
the local conditions.

“If the procedure being evaluated would put the maneuver in
jeopardy of safe operation, it is expected that the applicant shall
simulate that portion of the maneuver, i.e. - engine governor, trim
system malfunction, etc., unless otherwise indicated by the note in a
particular area of operation or task.” Discuss this in the preflight
briefing.

This does not include feathering a propeller on a multiengine
airplane.
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Removal of the “Airplane Multiengine VFR Only” limitation for the
Private Pilot, Commercial Pilot Certificate and in the ATP Airplane is
listed within the individual PTS.
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The Private Pilot and Commercial Pilot Airplane PTS now provide
guidance for removal of the Center Thrust limitation:

Private Pilot & Commercial

• AO - i. Preflight preparation

– Task H. Principles of flight-engine inoperative.

• AO - X: Emergency Operations

– Task B. Engine Failure During Takeoff Before VMC
(Simulated)

– Task C. Engine Failure After Lift-off (Simulated)

– Task D. Approach and Landing With An Inoperative
Engine (Simulated)
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The PTS will list the generic prerequisites for a practical test.

These include:

• Certificates/Ratings required

• The knowledge test

• Aeronautical experience

• Medical

• Age

• Written statements required for eligibility (new FAR 61 calls
these endorsements!)

Read, speak, write and understand the English language;
incorporates the new 14 CFR Part 61 requirement in the Instrument
PTS

(see AC 60-28 or FSDO)
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Single Pilot Resource Management refers to the effective use of all
available resources; human resources, hardware, and information.

Groups included are: dispatchers, cabin crewmembers,
maintenance personnel, and air traffic controllers.

Single Pilot Resource Management is not a single Task, it is a set of
knowledge and skill competencies that must be evident in all Tasks
in this PTS as applied to either single pilot or a crew operation.

This starts at the Private Pilot level and works up to the ATP as the
amount of resources available increase.

The CFI applicant should demonstrate this and have the ability to
teach this to any level student.

AC 120-51, Crew Resource Management Training provides more
detailed information.
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60

Pass/Fail judgments based solely on Crew Resource Management
issues must be carefully chosen since they may be entirely
subjective.

Those pass/fail judgments, which are not subjective, apply to Crew
Resource Management related procedures in FAA-approved
operations manuals that must be accomplished, such as briefings to
other crewmembers.

In such cases, the operator (or the aircraft manufacturer) specifies
what should be briefed and when the briefings should occur.

The examiner may judge objectively whether the briefings should
occur. The examiner may judge objectively whether the briefing
requirement was or was not met. In those cases where the operator
(or aircraft manufacturer) has not specified a briefing, the examiner
shall require the applicant to brief the appropriate items from the
following note. The examiner may then judge objectively whether
the briefing requirement was or was not met.



The Applicant’s Practical Test Checklist has been moved to the front
of the PTS, right behind the Table of Contents (TOC).
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Throughout the practical test, evaluate the applicant’s use of the
checklist. Proper use is dependent on the specific Task being
evaluated. The situation may be such that the use of the checklist
while accomplishing elements of an objective will be either unsafe or
impractical especially in a single pilot operation.

In this case, a review of the checklist after the elements have been
accomplished would be appropriate. Division of attention improper
visual scanning should be considered when using a checklist.
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The procedure for conducting slow flight changed with the new
publication of the Private Pilot and Commercial Pilot PTS.

The wording is identical in both PTSs and therefore, will only be
covered once here.

Element 3, of the Slow Flight Task now reads: “Establishes and
maintains an airspeed at which any further increase in angle of
attack, increase in load factor, or reduction in power, would result in
an immediate stall.”
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The key elements in this Task are related to safety considerations
and tolerances for successful completion of the maneuver.

Not all Tasks have these considerations.
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If an applicant for a Commercial Pilot airplane does not hold an
instrument rating, the following limitation shall be placed on the
Commercial Pilot Certificate:

• “Carrying passengers in airplanes for hire is prohibited at
night or on cross-country flights of more than 50 nautical
miles.”
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A Commercial Pilot applicant must provide a complex airplane for
performance of takeoffs, landings, and appropriate emergency
procedures.
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In order to use any type of flight training device for any portion of a
Practical Test the flight training device must be listed specifically on
the examiner’s Certificate of Authorization.

In addition to this, flight training devices can only be used in
accordance with approved syllabus in a 141 Pilot School or a 142
Training Center.
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When using authorized flight training devices, only those applicable
tasks listed in Appendix 1 may be used towards a certificate or
rating as outlined in the appropriate PTS.

68



Let’s look at the new ATP PTS.
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For an ATP Practical Test, a Designee must hold the appropriate
category, class, and type rating, if they are acting as a required
crewmember.
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The Type Rating “Limited to VFR” has been left in the introduction
of the PTS.

This is not available to initial ATP Certification.

This is available only for aircraft whose Type Certificate is limited to
VFR only.

71



GPS equipment must be instrument certified and contain the current
data base to be used during a Practical Test.

The applicant must demonstrate GPS approach proficiency if
operable and properly installed. The applicant is expected to use the
autopilot & Flight Management System (FMS) if properly installed.
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Now let’s review the Instrument Rating PTS for Airplane, Helicopter,
and Powered Lift.
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The Instrument Rating PTS requires flight instruments to control the
aircraft without outside references.

The required radio equipment is that which is necessary for
communications with ATC and GPS equipment must be Instrument
Certified and contain the Current database.

Note: APV approaches may be substituted only for nonprecision
approaches in this standard. An APV approach shall not be used in
lieu of the required precision approach.
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Aircraft equipped with electronic flight displays may or may not have
separate backup flight instruments installed. The abnormal or
emergency procedure for loss of electronic flight instrument display
appropriate to the aircraft will be evaluated in the loss of primary
instruments task. The loss of the primary electronic flight instrument
display must be tailored to failures that would normally be
encountered in the aircraft. If the aircraft is capable, total failure of
the electronic flight instrument display, or supporting component,
with access only to the standby flight instruments or backup display
shall be evaluated.
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The Instrument Rating PTS places emphasis on and requires the
demonstrations of a nonprecision instrument approach without the
use of the primary flight instruments or electronic flight instrument
display. A nonprecision approach without the use of the primary
flight instruments/electronic flight instrument display is considered
one of the most demanding situations that could be encountered. If
applicants can master this situation, they can successfully complete
a less difficult precision approach. If an actual approach in IMC
becomes necessary without the aid of the primary flight instruments/
electronic flight instrument display, a less difficult precision approach
should be requested, if available. However in a real situation the
pilot would choose a precision approach if available.
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The Instrument Rating PTS Rating Task Table IPC Tasks, were not
specific in the requirements for an Instrument Proficiency Check
(IPC), now the PTS outlines the specific requirements.

When a Task is evaluated you must comply with the PTS and see
the Task in it’s entirety.

77



Notice the asterisk in the Area of Operation VII next to “ALL.” What
does this mean?

This means the circling approach, is applicable only to the airplane
category. Always read the attached notes.
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You will notice that in the legend it lists the abbreviations for aircraft
category and also the key for * and **

For the IPC it states that a representative number of Tasks as
determined by the examiner/instructor, MUST be selected to assure
the competence of the applicant to operate in the IFR environment.
As a minimum the applicant must demonstrate the ability to perform
the TASKs as listed in the above chart. The person giving the check
should develop scenarios to assess the pilot’s ASM and risk
management skills during the IPC.
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The Flight Instructor check ride is considered to be the most difficult
check ride to take and to evaluate.

Let’s discuss some of the key points to this evaluation.
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The Flight Instructor applicant is required by 14 CFR Part 61.45, to
provide an airworthy certificated aircraft for use during the practical
test.

This section further requires that the aircraft must:

• Be of U.S., foreign or military registry of the same category,
class, and type for the certificate and/or rating for which the
applicant is applying;

• Have fully functioning dual controls except as provided in 14
CFR part 61, section 61.45(c) and (e)
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14 CFR Part 61, sections 61.197(a)(1) and 61.199(a), allows an
individual that holds a Flight Instructor certificate to renew or
reinstate that certificate by passing a practical test.

The examiner shall develop a Plan of Action that includes the Areas
of Operation and at least the minimum number of TASKS prescribed
in the table at the beginning of each section. The Renewal or
Reinstatement of one rating on a Flight Instructor Certificate renews
or reinstates all privileges existing on the certificate.
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A good Plan of Action consists of extensive questions with
references and multiple scenarios. The Plan of Action must feature
one or more scenarios and be flexible enough to accommodate
unexpected situations.

It is realistic and desirable to evaluate the applicant’s ability to
contend with changes occurring due to factors outside the cockpit.
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Scenarios are excellent tools for comprehensive testing and are
especially effective during ground and flight portions of the
evaluation. Examiners frequently assign a cross-country scenario
during the practical test to provide a comprehensive analysis of the
applicant’s ability.

Scenarios are also useful for evaluating correlative abilities. By
hypothetically or actually flying a scenario, you can change the
variables of weather, fuel, aircraft system failures, and airport
closures. This allows you to evaluate the applicant’s ability to apply
previous learning to the situation at hand.

Scenarios are also excellent for evaluating pilot judgment and
decision-making, because the applicant must react to the ever-
changing scenario you provide. A majority of accidents result from
failures of judgment and decision-making, rather than basic “stick
and rudder” skills.
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Areas of Operation are phases of the Practical Test.

Areas of Operations are tailored to different categories or classes of
aircraft and their operations.

For example, the Private Pilot Balloon Areas of Operation include
preflight preparation, preflight procedures, airport operations,
launches and landings, performance maneuvers, navigation,
emergency operations, and post-flight procedures.
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Tasks are knowledge areas, flight procedures, or maneuvers
appropriate to the area of operation. Abbreviations in parentheses
next to a Task, such as ASEL for Airplane Single-Engine Land,
indicate the category and class of aircraft appropriate to the Task.
Test only the tasks appropriate to the aircraft brought to the test. If a
class is not indicated for a Task, the Task applies to all classes to
which the PTS applies. Some Tasks are discretionary. It’s a good
idea to rotate the discretionary Tasks from one practical test to
another, so that applicants do not learn from previous applicants
what to expect on your test.
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Notes emphasize special considerations in the Area of Operation or
Task. They provide you guidance for conducting the Practical Test.
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Reference publications listed under each Task describe the Task.
Most Tasks have numerous references. The PTS Introduction
contains a list that shows the publication number with its title.

Task descriptions are not included in the PTS; you must look for
descriptions in the current issue of the references listed for the Task.
You may use other publications if they contain substantially the
same information as the reference listed for the Task. However, you
should judge the applicant’s performance against the referenced
publication for compliance. If there is any disagreement between a
listed reference and a non-listed reference, the listed reference will
take precedence.
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The objective describes what the applicant must do (i.e., the
behavior) to demonstrate competency in the task. The behavior that
the applicant must demonstrate is broken into elements.

For this objective, the behavior that the applicant must demonstrate
is that of explaining. The elements the applicant must explain are
private pilot certificate privileges, limitations, and recent flight
experience requirements; medical certificate class and duration; and
pilot logbook or flight records.
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In the Areas of Operation, in some instances, notes identify
additional required tasks.

For example, Area of Operation Task I “Fundamentals of
Instructing”, has a note stating, ”The examiner shall select Task E
and one other Task.”

It is imperative that you pay close attention to any additional
required tasks within the Areas of Operation.

When the PTS requires that you select one specific Task and
another one at random, realize that if you continue to select the
same Task, instructors and applicants will see the pattern. Make
sure that you have a plan of action that includes all the Tasks, and
that you randomly select new tasks to keep the test valid.
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You must evaluate all applicable elements of a Task selected for
evaluation.

For example, if an applicant is required to perform a maneuver to
the left and the right, you must evaluate the applicant’s performance
in both directions. You must NOT assume that since the applicant
successfully completed the maneuver in one direction, he/she can
do it in the other direction as well.
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It is a mandate that you thoroughly discuss real and simulated
emergencies with the applicant before the flight, including how to
resolve a real emergency that occurs during a simulated
emergency.

Always, use good judgment and the safest means possible when
performing simulated emergency procedures.
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You must consider the local conditions, both meteorological and
topographical, where the practical test is conducted. For example, a
high altitude airport with mountains and marginal weather conditions
will require a different approach to emergency simulations than a
sea-level airport with no obstructions on a clear, calm day. Adjust
the simulation to the risk factors to produce a safe simulation
scenario.

If the procedure could jeopardize safety, you should simulate the
maneuver. This must be authorized by the PTS. It will be stated as
a NOTE within the PTS.
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An applicant who wants to add a category or class rating to an
existing pilot certificate must use the Additional Rating Task Table.
This allows the applicant to take an abbreviated Practical Test if he
or she has previously demonstrated competence on those tasks
tested in an earlier evaluation.

You may use your discretion to test any and all applicable tasks of
the practical test, up to and including the complete test. If a great
deal of time has elapsed since the applicant was previously
evaluated, you may want to test more tasks.
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Refer to Appendix 1 of the PTS for detailed information about the
use of any flight training device on a Practical Test.
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Refer to the “Flight Task” chart within the PTS to determine if the
Task can be credited using a flight simulator. “X” indicates
creditable, “A” indicates creditable if appropriate equipment is
installed, and blank indicates not creditable.
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The Practical Test prerequisites for ATP are located in the ATP and
Aircraft Type Rating PTS. A type rating applicant holding a limited
Commercial certification must have passed the Instrument
Knowledge Test within 24 months of the Practical Test. This
applicant could take the Instrument and aircraft type rating practical
test concurrently.

If the applicant is applying for a Private or Commercial certificate
combined with a type rating, you must use the appropriate Private or
Commercial PTS as well as the ATP and Aircraft Type Rating PTS.
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Examiners and authorized instructors shall place Special Emphasis
upon areas of aircraft operations considered critical to flight safety.

Although these areas may not be specifically addressed under each
Task, they are essential to flight safety and will be evaluated during
the practical test or proficiency check. In all instances, the
applicant’s actions will be evaluated in accordance to the standards
of the Task(s) and the ability to use good judgment with reference to
the special emphasis areas.
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Prior to flight there should be a briefing on how the proper exchange
of flight controls should be conducted. We recommend that this be
incorporated into your preflight briefing.

The words should be spoken. use what is in FAA-H-8083-9. This is
what is published in the PTS.

“I HAVE THE FLIGHT CONTROLS”

“YOU HAVE THE FLIGHT CONTROLS”

“I HAVE THE FLIGHT CONTROLS”

Visual Confirmation of this action by both applicant and examiner.

During a CFI practical test, the CFI applicant should teach you this
procedure (before the flight begins).

Positive Exchange of Flight Controls: During flight training, there
must always be a clear understanding between students and flight
instructors of who has control of the aircraft. Prior to flight, a briefing
should be conducted that includes the procedure for the exchange
of flight controls. A positive three-step process in the exchange of
flight controls between pilots is a proven procedure and one that is
strongly recommended.

When the instructor wishes the student to take control of the aircraft,
he or she will say, “You have the flight controls.” The student
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acknowledges immediately by saying, “I have the flight controls.” The flight
instructor again says, “You have the flight controls.” When control is returned
to the instructor, follow the same procedure. A visual check is recommended to
verify that the exchange has occurred. There should never be any doubt as to
who is flying the aircraft at any time.
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In this lesson we discussed:

• Contents and layout of the Practical Test Standards

• Procedures for conducting a Practical Test

• Special Emphasis areas

• Examiner responsibilities during a Practical Test
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